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At Grandpa’s Pond 
approximately 44” x 50” 

This ten month Block of the Month depicts life in a backyard pond. We have a pond and the 

grandkids love to go fishing there with Grandpa although they never catch anything as colorful 

as the fish on this quilt. 

General information: 

1.  All patterns are reversed and ready to be traced to the paper side of fusible web. Follow the 

directions for the product you are using.  

2.  Edge stitching can be done with a narrow machine satin stitch, a machine blanket stitch or by 

hand. Thread color can match the appliqués or use all black edge stitching for a coloring book 

effect. 

3.  Small details like eyes, butterfly antennae, etc. can be added with fabric markers. Use 

notebook paper reinforcements for templates for perfect circles for eyes. 

Fabrics: 

1 yard water fabric 

½ yard sky fabric 

1½ yard dark brown wood grain for outside border and binding 

½ yard green for grass 

¼ yard rock fabric for pond bottom 

The remaining pieces of fabric needed can probably be found in you stash or buy fat quarters of 

bright stripes, dots and plaids for the fish, grays and blacks for the boat and a castle, greens for 

grass and trees.  

Supplies: 

2 yards fusible web 

Black fabric marker      

Notebook paper reinforcements    

Basic sewing supplies 

Fusing: 

Trace all appliqué pieces to the paper side of the fusible web. Add ¼ inch seam allowance to all 

pieces that touch the outside edge of the block. Add a small ‘tuck under’ allowance as indicated 

on the patterns by a dashed line. Cut out the center of the fusible web in the large pieces to 

reduce the bulk and stiffness caused by the fusible. Cut out the traced appliqués leaving a 

narrow margin, fuse to the wrong side of the fabric then cut out on the drawn line. 

--------------------------------- 

©2014 Nancy Witte, Colby WI. All rights reserved. 

 

All of these patterns and instructions are protected by the US Copyright Laws. No part of these 

designs can be copied and then sold as your own. You can make, give away, or sell the finished 

quilts. You can share the patterns with your friends who do not have internet access. 
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January  

Block 1. Cut the background block 8½”w x 9½”h. 

Trace all applique pieces to the fusible web. Cut out leaving a narrow margin. Cut out the center 

of piece #4. Press the appliqués to the wrong side of the fabrics and cut out on the drawn lines. 

Position the boat interior #1 on the background and fuse in place. See Block 1 Layout Diagram 

on page 3. Place the seats #2 and #3 in position and fuse. Edge stitch the seats where they will 

not be covered by another appliqué. 

Place the boat #4, fuse in place and edge stitch. 

Add the lower rim #5, fuse in place and edge stitch just the bottom of this piece. Put the top rim 

of the boat #6 in place and edge stitch. 

Position the anchor making sure it is ½” above the bottom edge of the block. Edge stitch. Draw 

a small black circle with the fabric marker in the center of the top of the anchor. 

 Anchor rope. Using a brown/rusty colored thread make a wide tight zig-zag at the very 

front of the boat. With the needle in the up position, change to a straight stitch and stitch a curvy 

line to the bottom of the boat and then to the black circle at the top of the anchor. Stitch back 

over the first stitching line to make it a little heavier. You can draw this line with a pencil or 

wash-out marker and then stitch on the line. See picture below.  

 
 

Now position the oar #8, the seaweed #9 and the little fish #10, fuse and edge stitch. Stitch a 

straight stitch along the line at the top of the fish under the fin. Draw a small black circle with the 

fabric marker for the fish’s eye. 

--------------- 

Block 2. Cut the background block 10½”w x 9½”h. 

Trace all the appliqués to the fusible. Cut out with a narrow margin. Fuse to the back of the 

fabrics. Cut out on the drawn line. 
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Position the fish pieces #1 through #8 on the background fabric. See Block 2 Layout Diagram at 

the bottom of this page. Trim edges if necessary to keep them even and the fish body nice and 

round. When everything is lined up how you like it, carefully fuse it to the background. Edge 

stitch between piece #1 and #4, then between #4 and #5, #5 and #6, #6 and #7, and finally #7 

and #8. Edge stitch the fins and then around the outside of the fish. I matched the edge stitching 

thread to the strips I was stitching on and stitched the fins and around the outside of the fish in 

orange. Use whatever colors look right with your fish. 

Position the two pieces of seaweed #9 and #10, fuse and edge stitch.  

Now sew these two blocks together with the fish facing the boat. Press the seam open. Position 

the bucket top #11 and bucket #12 at the bottom of the block, fuse and edge stitch. Using a 

straight stitch make a handle for the bucket. 
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