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 Elephant Tricks is a 10 month series consisting of 9 blocks of elephant tricks and 

the last month of fill-in blocks, sashing and borders.  

Fabrics:  1¼ yd background fabric 

 ½ yd sashing fabric  

½ yd binding fabric  

Each elephant will take a 9” square for the body, a 3” square for the leg contrast 

and 6” square for the trunk and ears. Small pieces of scraps will be used for hats, 

balls, risers, etc.  

The ears on the elephants are dimensional and only stitched to the head. The tail 

is embroidery floss. This is only an option so patterns are given for each of these 

pieces to be appliquéd if desired.  

NOTE: These patterns are covered by the United States Copyright laws. You may 

print the patterns for your personal use. You may print the patterns for your 

friends who do not have access to the internet. You may NOT sell the patterns but 

you may give away, donate or sell the finished quilt. As with any quilt you make, 

please give credit where credit is due.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------  

Block 1 

Basic fusible appliqué directions. Pattern pieces are reversed for your 

convenience. Trace the appliqué pieces to the paper side of the fusible product 

you are using. Cut out leaving a small margin around the outside edge. Cutting out 

the center of large pieces of the fusible web before pressing it to the fabric 

reduces some of the stiffness that occurs when using fusibles. Use these cutout 

pieces of fusible for tracing small appliqués. Following the manufacturer’s 

directions fuse the pieces to the wrong side of the chosen fabrics. Cut out on the 

drawn lines. 



 Cut a background block 10½ x 10½ inches. Position the elephant body with legs 

#1 & #2 behind it. Fuse in place. Position the head, trunk and hat and fuse. 

Position the water and the tub and fuse. Edge stitch all pieces. 

 Ear. Cut two ears from the pattern piece. Stitch right sides together on the 

stitching line. Clip the seam allowance and turn right side out. Position the ear on 

the head with the raw edge facing the tail end of the elephant. Stitch with a ¼” 

seam allowance. Trim the seam to 1/8”. Fold the ear back over the stitched line 

and stitch again ¼” from the fold. See diagrams.  

Tail. Thread all 6 strands of embroidery floss into a large eye needle. Go down 

with the needle from the right side of the block and then back up again just a few 

threads away. Remove the needle from the floss. Separate each end of the floss 

into 3 groups of 2 strands each. Put the strands back together using 2 strands 

from each end. Now there are three groups of 4 strands each. Braid these strands 

for about 1¼” to form the tail. Knot the end of the braid and trim leaving ¾” for 

tail fringe. 

Note: If you have chosen to appliqué the ear and the tail, trace the ear pattern 

piece without the seam allowance and trace the tail pattern to the fusible web. 

Follow the basic fusible directions to position and fuse in place.  

Finishing. Satin stitch a hat band. Mark the spray lines from the elephant’s trunk 

onto the background fabric. Begin at the trunk and stitch to the end of a line, turn 

around and stitch back over the same line. Turn and stitch the next line without 

cutting the thread. Stitch 2 lines of straight stitches ¼” apart on the tub of water 

following the top curve of the tub. 

 Eye and smile. Using a black fabric marker draw a smile under the elephant’s 

trunk. To make a perfectly round eye, use a notebook reinforcement ring as a 

template. Place the ring where the eye should be and fill in the center of the ring 

with a black marker. These rings are available wherever school supplies are sold.  

The basic fusible appliqué directions, ear and tail directions will not be repeated 

in each month’s directions. They will remain on the website until the series is 

ended. 


